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Items to Review

ÅCity of Grand Rapids sustainability journey

ÅA new strategic direction for the City

ÅApplying an equity lens

ÅZero Cities Project

ÅCommunity Collaboration on Climate Change
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Sustainability Journey 2004 - 2015:
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2004

Oak Industrial LEED 
certification

2005

Creation of Community 
Sustainability Partnership 

(City of Grand Rapids, GRPS, 
Aquinas, GRCC and GVSU)

2006

United Nations University 
Regional Center for Expertise 

and Sustainability, first 
published Sustainability Plan

2010

U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
Most Sustainable Mid-Sized 

City, first five-year 
Sustainability Plan

2011

Oak Industrial solar array 
installed

2013

Grand Rapids Climate 
Resiliency Report published

2015

1st Annual Grand Rapids 
Neighborhood Summit, 

Combined Sewer Overflow 
(CSO) separation completed, 

2030 District launched



Sustainability Journey 2016 - Present:
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2016

¿Second five-year Sustainability Plan FY2017 ς
FY2021 published

¿City accepted into the first ever Racial Equity 
Here Cohort with Government Alliance for Race 

and Equity (GARE)

¿aŀȅƻǊΩǎ DǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ

2017

¿Zero Cities Project ¿We Are Still In

¿PACE ¿Neighborhood Match Fund

¿Grand Rapids Racial Equity Project

¿Compressed natural gas (CNG) buses

¿Biodigestion ¿Good for Grand Rapids

2018

¿Michigan Green Communities Gold Award 

¿USGBC-²aΩǎ нлол 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
Award 

¿Energy Advisory Committee launched

¿6 Energy Star Certified buildings

2019

¿/ƛǘȅΩǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 
as one of six core values and Health and 

Environment as one of six strategic priorities  
¿SolSmart 

¿Launch Community Collaboration on Climate 
Change (C4) 

¿Onsite compost certification ¿Bike plan 

¿{ƛǘŜ {ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ім ƳŜǘǊƻ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
development



City of Grand Rapids Strategic Plan 
FY2020 ɀFY2023

ÅCity Commission approved on April 9, 2019

Åwww.grandrapidsmi.gov/strategicplan
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http://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/strategicplan
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Applying an Equity Lens
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_Lg9FTje0NzeFdDa3dEUDlaU0
FsN1cxdmJKUlhJdG1HZVNF/view

https://news.umich.edu/u-m-study-reveals-hot-spots-of-
environmental-injustice-across-michigan/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_Lg9FTje0NzeFdDa3dEUDlaU0FsN1cxdmJKUlhJdG1HZVNF/view
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Zero Cities Project
ÅThree-year grant funded project to develop a policy roadmap       

toward a zero net carbon building sector by 2050
ÅZero net carbon: produce on-site, or procure, enough carbon free 
ÒÅÎÅ×ÁÂÌÅ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȭ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ 
consumption

Å12 U.S. cities selected to participate
ÅPolicy process informed by technical analysis that will include 

community collaboration and a focus on equity
ÅMeant to create a plan the City will implement to achieve the 

zero net carbon goal by all buildings ɀwith economic 
incentives and planning programs
ÅUSGBC West Michigan partnership, The Wege Foundation 

support
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Title pageGrand Rapids
Preliminary Building Stock Assessment

version: 2019.07.01

Image: Jeff Gunn, CC BY 2.0



This building stock assessment consists of baseline and future projections of energy consumption,

greenhouse gas emissions, and fuel types by building type and size, and includes information about historic

ñbuildinginterventionratesòsuch as sale transaction rates and renovation rates by major building types and

size. The intents of the assessment are to (1) inform and direct future Zero Cities project work, (2) create a

tool for analyzing the likely greenhouse gas emissions and energy impacts of the policies and strategies

developed through Zero Cities project work, and (3) create a set of common metrics between Zero Cities

project participants (eleven cities in total).

The following findings are for informational purposes only. This document is not for public 

distribution and should not be reproduced or redistributed to any other person or in any form. This 

material is based on current public information that is believed to be reliable, but we do not 

represent it as accurate or complete, and it should not be relied on as such.



BUILDING AREA SUMMARY GRAND RAPIDS, MI

Current Building Stock

205,265,759 square feet

62,305 buildings

VERSION: 2019.07.01 | RESULTS SHOWN ARE FOR REFERENCE ONLY ïDO NOT SOURCE WITHOUT PERMISSION
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